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“REVOL“ History
October 2018: First grant application 
written for the “Act On” grant fol-
lowing the “On the Table” discus-
sions facilitated by the Foundation 
for the Carolinas.

December 2018:  “Act On” 
grant awarded NVS to do a 
show about the confederate 

flag as a divisive symbol while 
also looking for cultural unity.

August 2019: REVOL pre-
mieres after 3 months of 

cast rehearsals.

May 2019:  “Moving 
Moments in History” idea 
is sparked and becomes 
the basis for the show.

July 2019: Lobster idea is 
born.



3

“In REVOL: The Story of a Flag, the 
Nouveau Sud project is looking to 
examine the historical presence of 
the confederate flag in the South 
of the United States through our 
distinct approach with the circus 
arts, spoken word, live music and 
visual story telling. Seen by some 
as a former unifying artifact during 
the civil war, the confederate flag 
stands today as one of the most 
divisive and contentious elements 
within. Our intent is to conduct 
research seeking the different an-
gles and perspectives towards this 
symbol in this our community. From 
there, we will be crafting a story in 
which we will look to build bridges 
between these distant sectors, ulti-
mately aiming for potential solutions 
rooted in a unified community. With 
this, our newest show, we not only 
look to continue to serve as vivid 
examples of the power of diverse 

voices when working towards a 
common goal, but we also look 
to use this new show as a con-
versation starter in some isolated 
communities through an abridged 
community tour version. The Nou-
veau Sud project strives to be an 
urban circus troupe in service of its 
own community.”

Carlos Alexis Cruz
Producing Artistic Director of The Nouveau Sud Project

The Goal of REVOL:
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Character:“Vent de Changement”
Jordan began practicing handstands at 16. While 
street performing in Charlotte, he met a NVS mem-
ber who recruited him. He performs, travels, and 
teaches handbalancing across the U.S. and other 
countries. One of his goals is to show that with 
enough passion and work, anyone can achieve high 
levels of skill in whatever they choose.

Character:“Les Gens”/”Clown”
De’Andre is a dancer and trapeze artist. He’s 

been dancing for 8 years and a member of NVS 
for three years. His interests include video editing, 
and computer programming. “Nouveau Sud pushes 
me past my limits to unlock this unknown, hidden 
potential that I never knew I had. I don’t consider 

them as my cast members, but as my family.”

Character:“Les Gens”/”Clown”
Coming in at 5’10, your Vongola Heartthrob, 
Bboy Tsuna aka Mark Robertson. Been breaking 
for 8 years and a part of Nouveau Sud for 4 
years. Bringing you quality entertainment through 
striking poses and hilarious personality.

Mark Robertson

De’andre Bright

Jordan GarciaThe Cast
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Character:“Les Gens”
“Azuleon” comes the zodiac sign of Leo and the 
color blue. Azuleon began dancing in 2009 and 
was recruited in 2015 by NVS. He began doing 
diabolo which led to juggling soon after. Azuleon 
has a history of performing and competing. With 
NVS, he strives to combine circus disciplines with 
his dancing to create something totally new. 

Character:“Les Gens”
Micheal is originally from the Dominican Repub-

lic and was raised in Brooklyn, NY. He moved to 
Charlotte, NC at age 12. His earliest training was 
in b-boying and breakdancing. Once he was intro-
duced to NVS, he expanded his skills to tumbling, 
partner acrobatics, acrobatics, dance movement, 

and aerial straps. 

Character:“L’Homme de Force”
Jarrell has trained Cyr wheel since 2015, and 
aerial straps since 2016. Additionally, he has 
training in modern and contemporary dance. He is 
a part of Capoeira Guerreiro out of Salvador Bahia 
founded by Mestre Corcora. He also volunteers for 
UMAR Arts Center in Charlotte. He uses circus as 
therapy for dancers with disabilities. Fun fact: his 
favorite food is mangos.

Jarrell Wallace

Michael Romney Tavera

Brandon “Azuleon“ Lomax
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Character:“The Flag”
Despite not having any formal traning in gymnas-
tics or dance, she quit her 9-5 job in 2017, to 
pursue performing and modeling full-time and has 
been working nationally and internationally ever 
since. Before circus arts, her passion was in the-
atre and creative writing. Circus arts has become 
a lifestyle that’s made her appreciation and zest 
for life grow tenfold. 

Character:“Les Gens”
Byron is from Columbia, South Carolina where he 
began dancing at age 5.  He trained at the Co-

lumbia ballet conservatory and was accepted into 
the Governor’s School of the arts and science 

studying classical ballet and modern techniques.  
Byron was a professional dancer and artist for 10 
years with Celebrity cruise lines. He is now a full-
time student at CPCC, studying physical therapy.

Character:“Heather”
Diala Al-Abed is a recent UNCC graduate with 
a major in theatre and a minor in dance. Diala 
was involved in a number of school performanc-
es including “A Long Christmas Ride Home” and 
“Servant of Two Masters” in which she performed 
on hoop. She hopes to continue her pursuit of 
performing out in the professional world.

Diala Al-Abed

Byron McDaniel

Theresa Edge
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Character:“Les Gens”
Thomas is a 26 year old artist whose influenc-
es are rooted in Hip Hop and House culture. As 
a proud Charlottean, originally from New York, 
Thomas aspires to nurture his creativity through 
aerial arts, dance, and Dj-ing.

REVOL is made up of 13 artists. This 
includes nine circus artists, one actor, 
and three musicians. The technical and 
artistic team consists of five including, 

two directors, one lighting designer, and 
two music directors who are also mu-

sicians. On top of this it takes mutliple 
local crews to help with rigging, light-

ing, and sound. 
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Co-Creator/Co-Director
Houston is currently a stage management student 

at UNCSA. He has been juggling and studying 
circus for 10 years which has led him to perform 
on international stages. He joined NVS in May of 

2019, to help create REVOL. His role with the 
show spans from costume design to directing to 

stage managing.

Co-Creator/Co-Director
CarlosAlexis holds an MFA in Physical Theatre from the 
Dell’Arte Intl. School of Physical Theatre. For his thesis 
project, CarlosAlexis trained Circus Arts and Chinese 
Acrobatics under Master Coach Lu Yi at the San 
Francisco Circus Center. He specialized in Aerial Straps 
and Acrobatic Rope, and developed his thesis on the 
study of the convergence between Circus and Theatre. 
Cruz was awarded the Princess Grace Foundation 2017 
Works in Progress Award for the development of Pic-
aro with the support of the Baryshnikov Arts Center 
in NYC. Other awards include the 2011 Princess Grace 
Foundation Theatre Fellowship Award, and the 2014 
Arts and Science Council’s McColl award for the devel-
opment of new, socially-engaged work. With the latter 
he developed the Nouveau Sud project.

Carlos Alexis Cruz

Houston Odum

Lighting Designer
Wheeler Moon is currently a student at UNCSA 
studying lighting design for theatre, opera, and 
dance. He served as the resident lighting designer 
at the Knoxville Children’s Theatre for two years 
while also having working for Bandit Lites and The 
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey. He is excited 
to be designing his first show for NVS.

Wheeler Moon
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Music Director/Musician
Mat is a Charlotte based multi-instrumentalist 
and composer specializing in percussion perfor-
mance, which he studies with Rick Dior. Aside 
from NVS, he has worked on theatre, dance, art, 
and multi-medium projects with organizations such 
as the UNCC, CPCC, The McColl Center for Art + 
Innovation, My Modern, Dialect Design, and the 
Hart Witzen Gallery.

Mat Tully

Music Director/Musician
Sean is a composer and multi-instrumentalist. He’s 
composed soundtracks with Mat Tully for NVS for 
4 years. He’s worked on projects including short 

films, dance, theatre, and mobile games. Sean en-
joys working with the “Suds” to create the best 
accompaniment for each act. He hopes to contin-

ue with NVS and improve with each new show. 

Sean Mulcahy
The Team

Musician
Sarah Dressel is a pianist and Registered Piano  
Technician who has been tuning and teaching 
piano in Charlotte since 2013. When she isn’t 

working on or playing piano she enjoys spending 
quality time with her dogs Flapjack and Margarine.

Sarah Dressel
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Nouveau Sud Thanks

Corporate Relocation, Inc. offers short and long-term housing for a variety 
of unexpected life and job situations. We assist Corporate Business Exec-
utives, Travelers, Home Buyers while in between homes, Insurance Claims, 
Training Programs, Temporary Work Assignments, and anyone relocating to 
the area in need of temporary, furnished housing.

Corporate Housing — Professional Workers in Cornelius, NC
Corporate Relocation, Inc. has been helping people find hassle-free tempo-
rary housing since 1997. Each apartment home is customized to fit each 
individual’s specific and wanted needs. Our professional staff personally 
works one on one with each individual to match the needs required so that 
our clients are satisfied and can focus on what matters the most.

With Corporate Relocation, Inc. there are no deposits and no set-up fees. 
Additionally, your utilities are included in your monthly rent, on one simple 
invoice. Corporate Relocation, Inc. makes temporary housing the easiest 
part of your transition.

Visit their website here: www.corporatereloinc.com
Contact them by Phone: 704-875-2656 

for being a sponsor of REVOL
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Characters
Les Gens
Les Gens are the people. They rep-
resent everyone in our society. They 
are involved throughout the show 
and demonstrate societal changes  
throughout time. They represent the 
masses of people. Each one of them 
posseses their own unique traits and 
stories which can be seen more con-
sistently in the show. Most impor-
tantly, Les Gens are us.

- L’Artiste de Cirque: A torn circus 
performer who’s only goal is to share 
his passion with the world. 
- The Lobster Man: A solitary figure 
who has collected lobsters as his 
friends.
- L’Homme de Force: Represents the 
oppressed people and those we have 
lost over hundreds of years due to 
the effects of “The Flag”.
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Heather is an homage to pop-cul-
ture and everything mainstream 
in modern day America. She is 
constantly oblivious to the action 
happening in front of her and 
stays with her eyes fixed to her 
phone and TV. She is unaware of 
how negative her presence is in 
society. She is unaware that she 
lacks a unique personality of her 
own. This causes her to feel a 
bit empty inside. Unfortunately, 
she doesn’t realize this until it’s 
far too late and she falls victim 
to the media, completely under 
their control.

Heather
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The Wind of Change is born 
out of protest. He comes to 
aid Les Gens in obtaining a 

better future. His movements 
are light and fluid and he 

posseses a unique heir which 
helps him stand out. He fights 
for the greater good and helps 
to defeat The Flag in an epic 
yet poetic battle. He brings 

people together, not just for 
fighting, but for eternity. 

Vent de Changement

The Flag descends from the 
clouds, among a storm. She 
comes to bring destruction to 
Les Gens. Wherever she goes, 
conflict, tension, and division 
follow. Without her presence, 
we see the toll she has on the 
people. Even once she is gone, 
her spirit always remains, lurk-
ing in the shadows, waiting to 
add fuel to the fire. No matter 
how hard they try, Les Gens 
can never fully get rid of The 
Flag.

The Flag
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Acts
“L’Animation” 
Who is that lurking behind your seat?  
What happened to the lights? Who 
are these people? Welcome to the 
crazy world of REVOL.

“Birth of The Flag (Tissu)” 
“The Flag” appears from the clouds, 
causing a storm to break out. Who 

is she? What does she want? Why is 
she here?

“Battle (Juggling)” 
War breaks out. Objects fly in chaot-
ic patterns. Except, we only see one 
side in this war, the other remains 
invisible. The outcome is death. Where 
is the life? Where is the hope?

“Le Cube and Trapeze” 
Appearing out of nowhere we see a 
torn Circus Performer. He has but one 
goal, to share his passion with every-
one. Is his energy enough to reignite 
the flame that was lost? 
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“Celebration (Bboy, Cyr)” 
The war is over, it’s time to cele-
brate. A festive show of talent erupts. 
All of the problems are solved. But 
are they really?

“Statue (Handbalancing)” 
Time shifts, we have moved forward, 
to the present day. We see a protest 
happening, and with success comes 
the arrival of the wind of change.

“Forces Meet (Aerial Hoop Duo)” 
“The Flag” and “Vent de Change-

ment” meet and engage in a spiritual 
and emotional battle. Which one will 

prevail in the end?

“Lynchage (Straps)” 
Time is repeating itself. Oppression 

remains, leaving it up to the people to 
fight against it. “L’Homme de Force” 

is the target at the center of this 
battle.

“The End (Charivari)” 
We see a rally. This battle requires ev-
eryone. Everyone’s, talents, everyone’s 
voice, everyone’s opinion. Nobody can 
be forgotten or left out. This is what 

is takes.
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The idea for REVOL was an ambitious 
one for the Nouveau Sud Project. It 

relies heavily on specifically cho-
reograhed group moments, making it 

a show which requires all hands on 
deck. Here are some pictures from 

our rehearsals which took place from 
early May until opening night of the 

show. 
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REVOL: The Story of a Flag tack-
les the issues surrounding the 
Confederate Flag. The original goal 
was to tell a single story, follow-
ing a single character. After going 
through more than 5 different 
storyline con-
cepts, nothing 
felt just right 
for this show. 
Until one day, 
in May of 
2019, a spark 
was ignited 
during a casual 
conversation 
about what the confederate flag 
makes us think of. This developed 
into the idea that we call “Moving 
Moments in History”. That became 
the basis for REVOL. We began to 
look at the most iconic images re-
lated to the confederate flag and 
that is where we found our story. 

Told somewhat chronologically, 
this explains why you see scenes 
of war, marching, battle, celebra-
tion, freedom, protests, statues, 
fire, and the list goes on. Most of 
the scenes in the show are based 

off of spe-
cific pictures 
throughout his-
tory. Instead of 
following one 
character, we 
follow a group 
of more than 
ten characters, 
each with their 

own unique traits and personality. 
Not only do we see the story of 
many characters but REVOL takes 
place throughout hundreds of 
years, from the 18th century to 
present day, making it one of our 
most widely relevant shows yet.

Concept Rendering “Straps” Created
by Houston OdumThe Story
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 The story of REVOL examines 
connections between our past and the 
south we live in today. We see how ideas 
and sentiments manifest as symbols that 
are carried through time, drawing a direct 
linage to the concepts that created them. 
It is impossible to live in Charlotte today 
not be affected by this shared history. 
Music is one of the most direct cultural 
lineages we have to our collective history. 
The music composed for this show was 
built from popular songs and dance tunes 
that have their origins in our country’s 
turbulent past. The performance includes 
a mix of modern and traditional instrumen-
tation. Melodic themes for this show were 
drawn from the following:

Hard Times Come Again No More by Ste-
phen Foster: One of America’s first pop-
ular song writers, Stephen Foster wrote 
many of the most popular songs of the 
country’s early decades including this one.

I’m a Good Old Rebel - First published as 
a poem in 1898, attributed a confeder-
ated Major expressing discontent after 
the war’s conclusion. It was later set to 
various melodies as a folk song.

John Brown’s Body – Originating as a folk 
hymn, this tune was used to set lyrics 
about the Abolishonist John Brown and 
sung by Union soldiers. Later this song 
was adapted by Julia Ward Howe as The 
Battle Hymn of the Republic.

The Girl I Left Behind Me – A fife and 
drum tune with origins in British military 
regiments, later adopted by those in the 
United States.

Swallow Tail Jig – An Irish traditional 
dance tune imported by immigrants, this 
melody was quickly adopted for use by 
military fife and drum corps.

Soldier’s Joy – The title of this tune/song 
is a euphemism for the newly available 
and often abused morphine used to anes-
thetize injured soldiers during the Ameri-
can Civil War.

Music
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Lighting “Light is not the substance that makes a 
design, but rather the tool to help create 
a world” - Lighting Designer Wheeler 
Moon

The lighting for REVOL is integral 
to creating the environment of the 
show. Color is perhaps one of the 
more important elements utilized 
with the lighting. Color is used not 
just because of its aesthetic, but 
to advance and enhance the story. 
Every color choice was specifically 
based on time, location, as well as 
emotion. This helps to place the 
audience in the imaginary world 

of REVOL, instead of simply just 
looking in from afar. This includes 
creating an atmosphere not just 
when the show begins, but from 
the moment the audience walks 
in. Other influences for the lighting 
include nature. Taking elements that 
could be around the performers and 
translating them into the lighting 
adds to the notion of a living and 
breathing environment. 

Inspiration images 
used for the Lighting 
Design
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Nouveau Sud is a contemporary social circus initiative rooted in the 
“underground” dance/acrobatic/physical theatre scenes present in 
the vast array of cultures in the urban regions of Charlotte. Through 
physical language — dance, movement, and circus — these communi-
ties tell stories of their struggles, histories, traditions, transformations, 
and iconography, as we examine the idea of what it is to be a citizen 
of the ‘new’ south.

The Nouveau Sud Project strives to create meaningful and 
thought-provoking dialogue on social issues, that often times are not 
addressed, through the use of movement, acrobatics, spoken word 
and other various physical art forms. 

This diverse group of artists, brought together by director Carlos Alex-
is Cruz, aspires to help the community progress by celebrating the 
creative process and staying available to the populace. Nouveau Sud 
accomplishes this by staging public rehearsals, previews of shows and 
open practice times — as well as utilizing any other opportunities to 
grow, be accessible, and facilitate conversations on pressing societal 
topics.

From everyone involved in REVOL, we thank you for your support and 
sincerely hope that you enjoy the show!

A Contemporary  Social Circus Initiative


